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Precious metals have been mined since Roman times, and the salt
industry around Dolnja Tuzla is of ancient origin. Small amounts of
bituminous coal are mined in Serbia, and nearly every section of the
country produces lignite. However, Slovenia and the district near Sara-
jevo produce the greater part of the 5,000,000 tons mined annually.
In 1930 some 430,600 tons of iron ore came from the mines near
Ljubljana in Slovenia and Varos in Bosnia. Bauxite is mined in large
amounts near the Adriatic coast. Limited amounts of lead, zinc, copper,
and manganese are also mined. Although conditions have improved
within recent years, these mineral resources are not being exploited
to anywhere near the extent possible, and mining methods are fre-
quently antiquated. The lack of adequate transportation facilities
throughout the highlands isolates many mineral deposits, and others
are unused due to the backwardness of domestic industry. In this re-
spect, the northern portion of the country is more favorably situated
than the southern, for the Austrians and Hungarians had installed
there numerous railways which linked the mining regions with the
sea and with the industrial centers of Austria.

THE NORTHEASTERN LOWLANDS

The northeastern lowlands consist of a portion of the Hungarian
plain with its bordering foothills. It is drained by the Danube, Tisza,
Drava and Sava, whose broad valleys provide excellent agricultural
lands, and whose waters carry much commerce. This forms the agri-
cultural heart of the country. Its fertile plains have proven so attrac-
tive to the peasants that it is at present the most densely populated
section of the nation. Prior to the World War, much of the land was
held in large estates upon which agriculture was carried on on a more
modern and scientific basis than throughout the rest of the country.
Numerous railways and waterways provide cultural and economic
contacts with neighboring areas, and have assisted in making this the
most productive region of Yugoslavia.

The higher elevations between the Drava and the! Sava, and the
upper slopes of the foothills to the south of the Sava, are covered with
forests of beech and oak. In these forests the peasants pasture large
numbers of swine, which provide some of the most important exports
of the country. The lower slopes are clothed with orchards and vine-
yards. Plums are the most important fruit, many being dried and ex-
ported and others being made into jam and brandy. The plains are
grass-covered steppes and prairies, and contain wide areas of marsh